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The gift of light: Solar initiatives
in Malaysia’s rural areas

Some NGOs and
companies have
stepped in to help aid
the rural communities
receive access to
clean electricity

by AZALEA AZUAR &
HIDAYATH HISHAM

RURAL areas often lack access to
basic needs such as clean electricity
but with Malaysia’s all-year-round
sunlight, renewable solar energy
Is & solution.

One of the National Energy
Policy 2022 tn 2024's [NEP) initia-
tives is to supply electricity to rural
areas to improve the communities
soclo-economic activities,

However, solar panel mainte-
nance and replacement works result
in specific targets not being met,
particularly in Sabah and Sarawatk,
due to the vast size of the regions.,

Fortunately, there are some NGOs
and companies that have stepped in
o help Iid the rural communities
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nd utilise their

g funding from corpo-

rate partners to purchase solar

this empowerment initiative,
with other villages for

“We hope Knmpungltu inspires
tocome

holds 1o ensure they would not
disturh the plantation,

The team also took extra
precautions to not cut down any
palm trees and made sure that the
grounds wene solid so that the solar
mreet lights were stable enough to
withstand emvironmental changes.

To make this project possible,
the company worked with village
head Asmah Pejajah (Thu Amai)
who ensured a smooth installation
and became the mediator between
the team and the villagers.

‘With access to solar lighting, the
willagers can move safely and utilise
their communal areas for work and
social gatherings at night.

It also reduces the community’s
dependency towards traditional
lighting such as kerosence lamps and
candles, which can produce harmful
air pollutants when burned.

Thu Amoi shared that there were
measurable changes where the
villagers were able to continue doing
their handicrafts activities and
erafting tools at night, increasing
their overall productivity compared
to omly working during the day.

Om the other hand, the younger
generation enjoyed playing outdoor
wports after dark while also balanc-
g acharalwork and indaoe acthit
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conservationist Andrew Schastian
has been leading nature tours in
Taman Negara.

“Every time we visit a village, we
can see them living without basic
essentials,” said Schastian, who

downpours, floods or being acciden-
tally damaged by roaming wildlife.

“It is not casy to get them o be
careful with the products, to nain-
tmin it as long as possible. i

tunity for ﬂzlydulﬂhwdlmmg.
Looking ahead, Sebastian Ilqa.-i

Jentong in Trolak, Perak, last year.

contribute to the NETR,”  Signify
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to mapidly scale up and
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Jjoined the MNS after fing his  many those l\-liding precariously near

childhood at the Forest Research It was an ongoing Inrnlng p gcting

Institute of Malaysia [FRIM), where  process that req i F

his father worked for the Forestry and op ! The hl,g;er vision is l'or these

Department. tion with the o
What he were villagers paid off, with bn'umr active partners in conser-

using fire Ffor light, risking fire
hazards, and dlscnnimg drpl:l:d

mmp\mslﬁu successfully lighting
up :lx wlligu s far and working

batteries from
nating the very environments they
are meant to be protecting.
“They still use single cell
battery-operated torch Ilgh(s

on g solar power to a
seventh commun!qr

But Sebastian, who had served
as an official spokesperson for

vation efforts protecting their
ancestral lands.
At its core, KampungKu's phile-
sophy isto engage indigenous groups
through sustainable dm[upmml
initiatives that unmhly improve

which then get di ded |
surrcunding arca,” he told The
Malaysian Reserve [TMR).
Confronted by these scenes
during his tours, Sebastlan was
driven to take action.
In 2018, he joined forces with

h to identify
l.)un[ Asli villages in rural areas
that could greatly benefit from
solar lights before the CSR project’s
initial stages, and was informed of
Perak’s increased support for solar
lighting installation in rural areas
and Orang Asli villages.

Malaysia spok told TMR,
adding th Iso in line with the
company’s Brighter Lives, Better
World (BLEW] initiative,

Dealing With High Costs
Abol Ismail has been using
solar power in his home in Sabah
for the past 20 years. He also has
experience setting up solar panels
in rural arcas.

The ibuted is
rqxnucmmngy—rl!m:ntl@lmg
to meet Perak's targeted aim of
installing 1,000 smart solar lights
in needy areas. Additionally, it
aided the government in achieving

Hi T, he
very costly to do so.

A household in rural areas
generally requires 2,000 watts of
solar panels, which cost RM7,500
without the battery.
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The solar lights enabled children

to study at night, and villagers

to safely l'umge after dusk nnd o

‘mobile ph
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as accredited nature lmerpm.nlinn
guldes, enabling them to make an
income by taking tourists on educa-
thonal tours showeasing their indige-
noas culture, s!whnmﬁx and inti-
mate ge of the forests.

acrucial link to the outside world,

initiative, with an initial
lighting solutions to remote Orang Asli villages

In 2018, Sebastian (rght! launched the
goal of

Words quickly spread about

P crmneny 4 Earmpg
Abol has

inspire more such collaborative
grassroots conservation models
across Malaysia and beyond,
embodying the ethos of the United
Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (UNSDG) to uplift margina-
lised communities.
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satting
rural areas and admits that solar panel installation
s very costly

leading up to the village, the team
had to be extra careful in deter-
mining the suitable placement of
each street lighting poles so that
the solar panels would be able to
receive adequate sunlight.

Signify Malaysia also installed
outdoor solar lights and replaced
old fMluorescent bulbs in house-

Ak hold in rural areas

solar panels because the battery is
eategorised as a dangerous good,”
he told TMR.

Abol suggested that those who
want to ship from Sabah and
Sarawak to plan early and buy in
bulk, while hoping that the govern-
ment would subsidise the cost of
solar panels,
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requires 2,000
without

watts of solar panels, which cost RM7,500
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