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starﬁngwltﬁ recognition as\vellas
mechanism and management

| a management plan
and Alhamdulillah (praise to
Allah), we managed to convince
them (UNESCO) with respect to
the recognition,” he told Berama,
describing the recognition as initial
eﬂnler:’stward preserving Lenggong
Val

Itllntalnlmm
Besides ensuring the status
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Conservation Management Plan
(CMP) document which has been

o&lefmmsmwlminmu's

]uﬁsdichonasstatedunderhact.
“We have created a document.

that empowers us to provide the

sites. From the document, we
-undertook monitoring activities
and were also given permission to

undertake planning, etc.

“For purposes of maintaining
the status, we have to put in place
measures related to protecting and
monitoring of the site for tourist
visits.

“JWN has also installed fencing
around all cave entrances in
Lenggong Valley and provided
boardwalks to prevent any
destruction to the surrounding areas
aswell as giving easy access for
tourists,” he said, adding that a total
of RM25 million had been spemfor

andingmuohd Syahﬁn much
of the work were undertaken in the

badtgmund such as land survey

Emmmpﬂaaoﬂ?erak Manormnu Perak

whlch Is tha oldest

human being 11,000

*yearsokd found In Gunung Runtuh Cave located
| on Bukit Kepala Gajah proves the existence of the
| earliest humans stored In the Lenggong Valley

* Archeology Gallery.

preparing CMP document containing  monuments, gazetting and
farcement,

the key plan for site development
and tourism products in the
surrounding areas for value added
as well as the various stages of land
development.

“Not many peaple know that all
these were carried out behind the
scenes but we need to forge ahead.
We have done our best to ensure
Lenggong Valley is prepared to
receive more tourists in the future,”
hesaid.

According to statistics, the
number of visitors to the temporary
Archaelogical Gallery in Lenggong
Valley as of September this year
stood at 20,840.

The National Heritage
Department was established on
Iiarch 2} EDOSMHIM responsibility

enf , safeguarding
intangible heritage and natural
heritage, as stipulated in the
National Heritage Act 2005 (Act 645).

Lenggong's archaclogical
treasures

Describing Lenggong Valley as
having its own unique attractions,
Mohd Syahrin said it did niot take

* long for thissite to be awarded the
status as UNESCO World Heritage
Site as compared to other World
Heritage Sites in the country, such
as Melaka City and Georgetown,
Penang, which took nearly 10 years.

“All efforts geared toward the
preservation, conservation and
protection of Lenggong Valley took

offin 2009 and within three months,

Mslayslan llerilagz

to comply with most of
the procedures including submitting

The d
with archaeoloycalraean:h.
conservation of buildings and

Au-:dpleotmunmmthe stone age, pottery and |
nmlnxulowdamund the Lenggong Valiey that
i dat

the rel documents — at least a
yearahead of securing recognition”
— or full copy dossier of the
nomination documents.

According to UNESCO, only
countries that have signed the World
Heritage Convention, pledging to
protect their natural and cultural
heritage, can submit nomination
proposals for properties on their
territory to be 5
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i\isWuldaailageu'st.Malaysla
signed the convention on

1988, according to data on

website.

. “Tobe Includedmﬂleww
_Heritage List, sites must be of
outstanding universal value and
meet at east one out of 10 selection
criteria, as such we have to look
at the suitability and prepare the
document to suit the needs and

raquirernentsofUNE&GU headded.

Mohd Syahrin sai
Valley is divided inm two clusters,
namely open-air site and cave site
which have to be protected, while
the area is under cultural category,
involving human activity.

Citing the Boh Tea plantation
in Cameron Highlands, Pahang,
and the Forest Research Institute
of Malaysia (FRIM), he said isnota
natural site (that can be considered
a World Heritage Site) but a cultural
site as it involves human interaction.

“As for the cave site or
archiaeological site in Lenggong
Valley, humans have turned the cave
there as their dwellings, for shelter
and as burial sites.

“For open-alrstte. itis sn.11.|allg|I
an archaeological site
cave with tool workshops fougdby
researchers, which were evidence of
early technology.

“Based on the findings, it was
found that Lenggong had a large
population. The open-air site
showed among others evidénce of
human habitation at Kota Tampan
going back 75,000 years while Bukit

~ oldest
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Malaysia and among the
in the world,” he said, adding
H’nattheopen—airsm in Lenggong
Valley are unique as most of them
were unaffected by the scourge
of disasters such as landslides or
floods,

He said Lenggong Valley has one
ofmelonmréom‘ds of early man
in a single locality with evidence
of human occupation from the
Palaeolithic, Neolithic and Metal
ages.

“All these discoveries are
significant for Malaysia a obally,
with the area remaini under
the world's radar, hence attracting
more tourists to visit the site,” he
said adding that on July 30, the
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture
(MOTAC), through JWN handed over
the management of Lenggong Valley
to the Perak state government,”
noting that JWN is still prepared to
asslshrid mn&wﬂnm o

Mmumne,mm District

Council (MDL) president Mohd
Amzari Mohd Arzami said the

. council took over the management

of Lenggong Valley after being given
the mandate and funds from the
state government, with cooperation
from the local community.

Lenggong Valley was recognised
as a Geopark —
—in 2021, the second Genparkm
Perak after Kinta Geopark.

“MDL was given the mandate
to manage several UNESCO sites
in Lenggong Valley from them
govemnment starting this year. ~

“There are eight main World
Herltayslusln Lenggong with
four by JWN namely Bukit
Bunuh, Kota Tampan, Buldtm
and the Archaglogical Gallery, wh

g Geopark

MDL manages Gua Kajang Complex,
Gua Teluk Kelawar, Gua Harimau
and Gua Gunung Runtuh.

0On promotion, he said MDL
received allocations from Perak
state government, the federal
government as well as allocations
from Lenggong Member of
Parliament and Kota Tampan state
assemblyman.
od:;addm, MDL and several

departments and agencies
are also responsible for preserving
and upgrading other heritage
tourism sites in Lenggong such as
the old town site; the cultural area
in Kampung Chepor, Kampung Luat,
etc, through funds received.
* Mohd Amzar said, since MDL was

‘entrusted with the responsibility of
preserving UNESCO World Heritage
sites, the council together with JWN
agreed to coordinate applications
related to allocations for the area.

“First is one-off application,
second is yearly application and
we are worki with

ing together :
JWﬁiﬁapplydirectwﬂlefederal

applying to the federal government
for similar provisions through the
State Economic Planning Unit and
the state government, possibly
RM20 million to RM30 million for
basic infrastructure development in
this area for the future,” he said.

Community support

Mohd Amzari said MDL has
always stressed on the importance
of educating the community
onthe need to preserveand
develop Lenggong through
various programmes, courses and
training without incurring much
r.apihl, noting that they should

leverage allocations received from
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train the lacal community as tou
guldssfurﬂleirarea.prgmns rls:ﬁ

them with a source of income from
the UNESCO heritage sitesand
geoparks, while helping MDL to
manage the area.

“The local community are the
‘eyes and ears’ of the council in
the event of any property damage
inLenggong. Forexample,at
Gua Kajang Cotnphu,the hiking

i Finputs for ImprovemBhis:
“Among the issues highlighted
are related to trash, cleanliness and
safety and based on their feedback,
MDL will provide the necessary
requirements,” he said.

Various tourist attractions

* Mohd Amzari said there are
three attractions in

namely the UNESCO World Heﬁtaa
Site in Lenggong Valley, the

under Lenggong Geopark rnlthe
) 'gastmnonicexpetkmsa:wd!as -
- thelocal people’s culture,

He said once the Archaelogical
Gallery and Geopark Gallery are
opened to the public, tourists
can visit the locations first for a
clearer picture on the attractions in
Lenggong.

“The Geopark Gallery will be
officially opened at the end of

year before the Perak Visit Year 2024,
WeMlluytnpmvideallln‘fomaﬁon
on the fun map, translate them o

- the board and place them at the
end of for visitors'
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