
FRIM to mainstream 
commercialisation 
activities 
KUALA LUMPUR: The Forest 
Research Ins t i t u t e Malaysia 
(FRIM) is commit ted t o 
ma ins t r eaming technology 
commercia l i sa t ion activi t ies 
as one of i ts main sources of 
r evenue t h r o u g h p roduc t s and 
technologies developed by i ts 
scientists. 

I ts Innova t ion and 
Commercia l isa t ion Division 
(ICD) director Mahmud in Saleh 
said FRIM's Research and 
Development (R&D) projec ts 
successfu l ly p roduced po ten t ia l 
o u t p u t s in var ious f o r m s 
such as products , processes, 
fo rmula t ions , designs and p lant 
varieties. 

He said t h a t all t h e ins t i tu te ' s 
in te l lectual p rope r ty w a s 
developed by FRIM scient is ts 
us ing local bio-resources which 
a re su i table fo r t h e climatic 
env i ronmen t a n d applicat ions as 
well as mee t i ndus t ry s t a n d a r d s 
and marke t requirements . 

"Overall, FRIM genera tes 
a r o u n d RM7 million a year 
t h r o u g h commercia l i sa t ion and 
services, bu t it is no t enough 
to cover R&D costs as well as 
t h e technology development 
s tage in t h e nex t appl icat ion or 
commercial phase," h e said w h e n 
met by Bernama. 

He added tha t t h e re turn f rom 
commercialisation has a lot of 
room to improve to increase 
FRIM's revenue f rom year to year. 

He said t h e commercia l i sa t ion 
of FRIM's range of p r o d u c t s 
and technologies across wood-
based; na tu ra l products ; f o re s t ry 
b io technology as well as 
biodivers i ty m a n a g e m e n t and 
tropical forestry, involves var ious 
u p s t r e a m and d o w n s t r e a m 
sectors which have yet to be 
ful ly explored. 

Apar t f r o m tha t , M a h m u d i n 
said FRIM's legacy of R&D 
excellence, some of which s p a n 
almost 100 years, is n o w known as 
a nat ional and regional reference 
cen t re including t h e Herbar ium 
which h a s over 350,000 plant 
spec imens and t h e Insec ta r ium 
{over 600,000 insect specimens). 

There a re several o ther key 
re fe rences including Funga r ium 
wi th a collection of over 3,000 
f u n g a l specimens, Xylar ium 
(over 10,000 wood specimens), 
Seeds (over 1,000,000) and Plant 
Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) 
(over 22,000). 

Also, re ferences of in teres t 
include bioprospects of medicinal 
and herbal p lant species, p lant 
ext rac ts , essent ia l oils, p u r e 
chemical compounds , microbial 
isolates a n d 32 collections of 
chemical m a r k e r s of he rba l 
species of nat ional importance. 

At t h e same time, he said t h a t 
t h e n e t w o r k of more t h a n 30 
labora tor ies and facili t ies a t 
FRIM also provides services 
cover ing more t h a n 200 
types of t e s t scopes cert if ied 
and accredited by local and 
in t e rna t iona l accredi ta t ion 
agencies, t h r o u g h var ious layers 
of i ndus t ry in t h e u p s t r e a m 
and d o w n s t r e a m sectors of t h e 
country 's tropical forestry. 

"FRlM has 35 areas of expert ise 
and is r eady t o provide exper t 
consul t ing services t o cus tomers 
cover ing t h e en t i re u p s t r e a m 
and d o w n s t r e a m chain of 
t ropical f o r e s t r y a n d including 
in fo rmat ion and communica t ion 
technology (ICT) applications," 
he said. — Bernama 
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