
Dr Ismail signs the N B H G A banner as Norhanida look on. 

FRIM spreads its wings to 
Sabah to help herbal growers 

Wu Vui Tek 
KOTA KINABALU: S a b a h h e r b a l g r o w e r s 
can n o w receive p r o p e r g u i d a n c e a n d ex-
pe r t i s e f r o m t h e Fores t ry Resea rch Inst i-
t u t e of Malays ia (FRIM) as t h e y h a d 
e x p a n d e d t h e i r w i n g s to t h e Sta te . 

Its D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l Dr I smai l Car lan 
said FRIM is exc i t ed t o s h a r e its expe r t ise 
a n d e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e local h e r b a l 
g r o w e r s as t h e y a r e r e s p o n s i b l e t o h e l p 
t h e i n d u s t r y p l a y e r s to g r o w s t a r t i n g 
f r o m p l a n t i n g t o p r o c e s s i n g a n d packag -
ing . 

"We h a v e fac i l i t i e s in o u r c a m p u s in 
K e p o n g , S e l a n g o r a n d o u r s t a t i o n in 
M a r a n g , P a h a n g (ha t a r e r e l a t e d t o 
h e r b a l ac t iv i t ies , " h e sa id d u r i n g a t a lk 
o n " H e r b a l - C o m p l e t i n g t h e S a b a h 
H e r b a l I n d u s t r y Value C h a i n " at Gaya 
T e a c h e r s ' T r a i n i n g Ins t i t u t e h e r e . 

He sa id FRIM w a n t to b e inc lus ive be-
c a u s e s i n c e its e s t a b l i s h m e n t in 1994, 
t hey h a d r e c o r d e d 7,010 i ndus t ry p layers 
in p e n i n s u l a b u t n o n e in S a b a h a n d 
Sarawak , h e sa id . 

He sa id FRIM be l ieved S a b a h has t h e 
p o t e n t i a l t o c o n t r i b u t e to t h e d e v e l o p -
m e n t of t h e nat i o n a l h e r b a l i n d u s t ry be-
c a u s e t h e g l o b a l s ize fo r h e r b a l b a s e d 
p r o d u c t s is e x p e c t e d to hit USD190.2 bil 
l i on by 2032. 

"We h o p e to h e l p the local h e r b a l in 
d u s t r y to g r o w as we are b r i n g i n g seven 
e x p e r t s to s h a r e t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s will) 

t h e local p layers here ," saicl Dr Ismai l . 
He a l so invi ted t h e S a b a h h e r b a l play-

ers t o visit FRIM's fac i l i t ies in K e p o n g f o r 
a s t u d y t o u r as t h e c e n t r e is a l so 
e q u i p p e d w i t h a l a b o r a t o r y test fac i l i ty 
t h a t c a n issue h e r b a l safe ty c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
a p p r o v e d by t h e I l ea l th Ministry. 

N o r t h B o r n e o H e r b G r o w e r s Associa-
t i on (NBHGA) C h a i r m a n N o r h a n i d a 
A n n o l s a i d t h e S a b a h h e r b a l i n d u s t r y 
was st i l l at t h e i n f a n t s t a g e even t h o u g h 
t h e y h a d b e e n p r a c t i c i n g it fo r m a n y 
years . 

"For us , we a r e jus t d o i n g it as a h o b b y 
t o p a s s t i m e , b u t n o w a f t e r s e e i n g (lie-
g r e a t p o t e n t i a l of t h e i n d u s t r y in 
Malaysia a n d t h e g l o b a l m a r k e t s , we a r c 
b e g i n n i n g t o i d e n t i f y w h i c h h e r b s have 
t h e d e m a n d f o r t h e m a r k e t , " s h e sa id . 

For t h e t i m e be ing , s h e said common 
p l a n t s s u c h as l e m o n g r a s s , g i n g e r , 
t u r m e r i c a n d ka f f i r l ime w h i c h is locally 
k n o w n as l i m a u p u r u t ha s b e e n i d e n t i 
l ied to h a v e t h e h u g e p o t e n t i a l to b e tie 
v e l o p e d fo r d o m e s t i c h e r b a l m a r k e t . 

"We h o p e FRIM will p r o v i d e us t h e 
g u i d e l i n e s a n d e x p e r i e n c e to e x p a n d o u r 
k n o w l e d g e o n g r o w i n g , o p e r a t i o n a n d 
p r o d u c t i o n . 

"FRIM has c o m e here he lp us to real ise 
o u r d r e a m s b e c a u s e we b e e n a s k i n g 
a r o u n d wha t we have b e e n d o i n g is co r 
reel o r no t a n d the p r a c t i c e tha t we .11 r 
d o i n g go t a n y f u t u r e t o g o far," she sa id . 
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