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Penang's new Taman Areca 
community park features many 
components including a tree bank 
area, community and therapeutic 
garden, forest hill step, wood log 
mountain, youth cross training, 
a butterfly garden and more. >3 
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Green space 
for nature lovers 

Place to relax: The newly opened Taman Areca in Lebuh Sungai Pinang 7, Penang. (Inset) A community member watering plants at the park. - K.T. GOH/The Star 
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Mini botanical garden opens 
Taman Areca is first of its kind in country featuring a variety of components 
By RENA LIM 
rena@thestar.com.my 

FEATURING 25,463 trees and 
shrubs of 75 different species, the 
Taman Areca community park in 
Lebuh Sungai Pinang 7 is the latest 
green space on Penang island. 

The RM1.52mil park project, said 
to be the first in Malaysia to boast a 
variety of components, stretches 
over a 1.21ha land area. 

It is now complete and open to 
the public with some 100 parking 
spaces for cars. 

Among the components in the 
project are a tree bank area, com-
munity and therapeutic garden, 
feature tree and seating, open 
square, silver garden, sculpture 
garden, forest pavilion and slide, 
forest playground, forest hill step, 
wood log mountain, youth cross 
training, universal playground 
and outdoor gym, pavilion and a 
butterfly garden. 

Taman Areca is the first recrea-
tional park to combine a range 
of such components, making it a 
'mini botanical garden' in the 
urban area, according to the late 
Penang Stadium and Open Area 
Corporation (PSDKLPP) executive 
director Mohamed Akbar 
Mustapha. 

"This park is a community park 
with the highest number of shrubs, 
shades and palm trees planted. 

"Among the trees here, some 
404 palm and shade trees are of 30 
different species and 25,059 shrubs 
are of 45 species," he said in an 
opening speech at the launching 
of the park on Sunday. 

The state has planted 86,335 
trees since 2018. 

"The state's target is to plant 
200,000 trees by 2023. 

"Here at Taman Areca alone, 
there are 25,463 trees planted, 
bringing the total number of trees 
we planted so far to 111,798 trees." 

He said the trees planted at 
the park have high therapeutic 
values and are beneficial in attract-
ing butterflies. 

There are plans to develop a 
Riverine Garden near the estuary 
cliffs of the park and plant suitable 
tree species there. 

"On Oct 31 next year, this park 
will be one of our main venues 

"We are looking 
at placing 
tents to allow 
people to sell 
their produce and 
handicrafts." 
Lim Siew Khim 

for the 'World Cities Day' event 
themed 'People Space - Better City, 
Better Life'," he added. 

World Cities Day is celebrated 
annually on Oct 31. 

It aims to promote the interna-
tional community's interest in 
global urbanisation and to push 
forward cooperation among 
countries in meeting opportunities 
and addressing challenges of 
urbanisation besides contributing 
to sustainable urban development 
around the world. 

Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim 
Siew Khim, who was present, said 
her constituency along with the 
PSDKLPP and Forest Institute 
of Malaysia (FRIM) had planted 
four crabapple mangrove (pokok 
berembang) near the estuary cliffs 
of the river at the park. 

"If these trees are able to grow, 
we will plant more of such species 
to attract fireflies to breed there. 

"Like what was mentioned in 
the plans for a Riverine Garden, 
we hope to develop the Riverine 
Garden as another attraction here," 
she said. 

Lim added that she was working 
with the PSDKLPP and the Penang 
Island City Council (MBPP) to 
organise a Little Areca Market on 
every Saturday and Sunday at the 
end of each month. 

"We are looking at placing 
tents to allow people to sell their 
produce and handicrafts, which 
may turn into another tourism 
product for our state. 

"For community programmes, 
we are looking at several 'family 
bonding' programmes to be held 
every Saturday at a Family Lawn, 

The late Mohamed Akbar 

which will be launched here in 
near future. 

"Such programmes will allow 
families to interact and bond with 
each other. 

"Besides that, the local communi-
ty will actively participate in urban 
farming over some plots here, 
making this park the most active 
and interactive park in the state 
and nationwide," she added. 

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, 
who was also present, said besides 
Taman Areca, another park would 
be built soon on the mainland in 
central Seberang Prai. 

"That will be the Taman Rimba 
WoodHAVEN which combines the 
traits of an urban jungle with 
camping and family recreational 
features. 

"We hope that with such green 
spaces, it will allow communities 
to enjoy better infrastructure for 
leisure and recreational activities," 
he said. 

Editor's note: Two days after 
the park's launching on Oct 17, 
Mohamed Akbar passed away 
due to an apparent heart attack on 
Oct 19. He was 61. Chief Minister 
Chow Kon Yeow said the pioneer 
chief executive officer of the State 
Stadium Board will always be 
remembered for making the state 
beautiful with his passion for land-
scaping and planting of heritage 
and Malaysian tree species. 

A view of the new Taman Areca which stretches over a 1.21 ha land area 
in George Town, Penang. - K.T GOH/The Star 

Chow (fifth from right) at the opening of Taman Areca. 
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Visitors exercising at the outdoor fitness station in the park. Th

e new community park has the highest number of shrubs, shades and palm trees planted. 

Headline Mini botanical garden opens

MediaTitle The Star (Metro North)

Date 22 Oct 2021 Color Full Color

Section News Circulation 34,093

Page No 1,3 Readership 102,279

Language English ArticleSize 1836 cm²

Journalist RENA LIM AdValue RM 46,009

Frequency Daily PR Value RM 138,027


