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NEWS WITHOUT BORDERS  

ROYAL 
CONCERN ... The 
Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong Al-Sultan 
Abdullah 
Ri’ayatuddin  
Al-Mustafa Billah 
Shah and the Raja 
Permaisuri Agong 
Tunku Hajah Azizah 
Aminah Maimunah 
Iskandariah visiting 
flood evacuees at 
SMK Maran 1 during 
Their Majesties’ tour 
of affected areas in 
Pahang yesterday.  
– BERNAMAPIX

Govt launches campaign  
to ‘green’ country 

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysians have been urged to 
participate in efforts to preserve the country’s 
natural diversity. 

It would help improve biodiversity, which 
is a national treasure, and enhance the quality 
of the environment and rivers, said Prime 
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin. 

He said the people could start by planting 
trees to help the country achieve its “100 
Million Trees Planting Programme”. 

The government is aiming to complete the 
programme, which comes under the 
Greening Malaysia agenda, by 2025. 

Muhyiddin kicked off the campaign 
yesterday by planting a Merbau tree on the 
grounds of Seri Perdana, the prime minister’s 
official residence. 

In his speech, Muhyiddin called on the 
people to participate in the campaign to 
ensure the success of the agenda to make 

Malaysia green. 
He also launched a mobile app for the 

programme and a special website, 
www.100jutapokok.gov.my. 

Also present were Energy and Natural 
Resources Minister Datuk Dr Shamsul Anuar 
Nasarah, Deputy Minister Ali Biju, Chief 
Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Mohd 
Zuki Ali and ministry secretary-general Datuk 
Zurinah Pawanteh, Bernama reported. 

The campaign was also launched 
simultaneously at state level with the theme 
“Greening Malaysia: Our Trees, Our Life”. 

In a statement later, Muhyiddin said the 
100 Million Trees Planting Campaign was part 
of national agendas to address climate change 
and improve the quality of life. 

“The Greening Malaysia Programme is 
also a pledge and commitment by the 
government based on the Shared Prosperity 

oPM calls on people to participate in ‘100 Million Trees 
Planting Programme’ to improve environment

Vision to contribute to a greener future.” 
The objective of the campaign, organised 

by the Energy and Natural Resources Ministry 
with cooperation from the Forestry 
Department, state forestry departments, 
Forest Research Institute of Malaysia and state 
governments, is to have 100 million trees 
planted nationwide over the next five years. 

Muhyiddin said through the campaign, 
preserved forest areas would be increased 
from 20,000 to 80,000 by 2025.  

“The additional trees planted would be 
able to absorb 30 million tonnes of carbon in 
urban areas and another 85 million tonnes in 
forested and other areas.” 

He added that it is also the government’s 
objective to protect the country’s natural 
resources in all socio-economic development 
activities and to maintain the global 
recognition of Malaysia as one of 12 
megadiverse countries. 

Malaysia has managed to record forest 
cover of 55.3%, in line with a pledge made at 
the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro to 
maintain at least 50% of the country’s 
landmass under forest cover.

Ahmad Maslan replaces  
Annuar Musa as BN sec-gen
KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri Ahmad Maslan 
confirmed yesterday that he has replaced Tan 
Sri Annuar Musa as Barisan Nasional (BN) 
secretary-general. 

Ahmad, who is also Umno secretary-
general, said the appointment, which takes 
immediate effect, does not mean that Annuar 
has been sacked, but merely replaced.  

“He (Annuar) was not sacked but replaced. 
By convention, the Umno secretary-general is 
also the BN-secretary-general and I think this 
was among the reasons (for the change). I 
have also been tasked with the post of 
Muafakat Nasional secretary-general.  

“I want to stress that it is just a 
replacement. The president had earlier 
mentioned the same, and the words he used 
were: ‘I am replacing him (Annuar),” Ahmad 
told reporters after Umno president Datuk 
Seri Zahid Hamidi’s special meeting with 
party division leaders at the Putra World 
Trade Centre yesterday.  

Ahmad declined comment when asked if 
he was reassigned due to claims that Annuar 
no longer respected the party president and 
seemed to be leaning towards Parti Pribumi 

Bersatu Malaysia. 
On another matter, Ahmad reiterated 

Umno’s stand not to work with DAP, and 
instead will continue to strengthen 
cooperation with PAS in Muafakat Nasional, 
as well as Gabungan Parti Sarawak. 

On Umno cooperating with other parties, 
including Amanah and PKR, he said the 
matter has not been discussed.  

Commenting on the message delivered by 
Ahmad Zahid during the meeting, Ahmad 
said the Umno president, among others, 
reminded party members to be prepared for 
the 15th general election.  

Ahmad said Umno will also hold two 
meetings today, involving its political bureau 
in the evening, followed by the supreme 
council at night.  

On news that Ahmad Zahid is said to have 
called for Umno MPs to quit the government 
before February, Ahmad said the matter was 
not raised in yesterday’s meeting.  

Meanwhile, Annuar posted a statement on 
Twitter saying: “Many have asked me for 
comments. I have no comment at the 
moment … time for calm.” – Bernama

PN names state liaison 
committee heads
KUALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin is among 10 Parti Pribumi 
Bersatu Malaysia (Bersatu) leaders who have 
been picked to head the liaison committees of 
Perikatan Nasional (PN) in their respective 
states. The remaining four states went to PAS. 

Muhyiddin, who is Pagoh MP, will head the 
liaison committee in Johor. 

Works Minister Datuk Eddin Syazlee Shith 
will head the committee in Negri Sembilan. 

State executive councillor Datuk Mohd Rafiq 
Naizamohideen will head the committee in 
Malacca while Senior Minister (International 
Trade and Industry) Datuk Seri Mohamed 
Azmin Ali will be his counterpart in Selangor. 

Former mentri besar Datuk Seri Ahmad 
Faizal Azumu will lead the committee in Perak, 
while Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department (Parliament and Law) Datuk 
Shabudin Yahaya will be the top man in Penang. 

In Pahang, Communications and 
Multimedia Minister Datuk Saifuddin Abdullah 
will take the reins while in Sabah, it will be Chief 
Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Mohd Noor, and in 
Sarawak, Bersatu chairman Senator Jaziri Alkaf 
Abdillah Suffian is the man in charge. 

Bersatu organising secretary Datuk Kapt (R) 
Muhammad Suhaimi Yahya is the new liaison 
committee chairman in the Federal Territories. 

In the four states where PAS leaders have 
been appointed to head the liaison committees, 
Kedah, Terengganu and Kelantan have their 
mentris besar, namely Sanusi Md Nor, Datuk 
Seri Dr Ahmad Samsuri Mokhtar and Datuk 
Ahmad Yakob respectively. In Perlis, it is deputy 
speaker of the state assembly Mohd Shukri 
Ramli. – Bernama

‘No grabbing, buying 
of members in GRS’
KOTA KINABALU: Sabah Umno liaison 
committee chairman Datuk Seri Bung Moktar 
Radin has dismissed reports of “grabbing and 
buying of members” within Gabungan Rakyat 
Sabah (GRS). 

“This is a democracy. People are free to 
move from one party to another,” he said, 
adding that the issue does not arise in GRS. 

Bung Moktar said it is up to the people to 
choose which party they want to join.  

“It is not easy to buy members. They know 
which party they want.” 

He said all parties within the GRS coalition 
should focus on efforts to assist the people. 

“This is the time for us to help the people. Do 
not let ourselves be sidetracked over 
membership. Do not waste time in thinking 
about problems which have no returns.” 

He was commenting on reports that the 
issue of parties wooing members with money 
has led to a tiff between Umno leaders and their 
counterparts in Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia 
recently. – Bernama

Tracking system  
for padi seeds
PASIR SALAK: The Agriculture and Food 
Industries Ministry, via the National 
Farmers’ Organisation (Nafas), has 
introduced a tracking system known as 
TrekBPS, for the supply of padi seeds 
approved by the government. 

Its minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald 
Kiandee said the system ensures that 
farmers use permitted padi seeds for a 
quality yield that can be sold at a 
reasonable price, Bernama reported. 

“This system prevents suppliers from 
changing the seed bags, sold at a 
maximum of RM35 each, thus protecting 
farmers. The new approach has been 
adopted for the present planting season 
and we hope it will resolve the problem of 
seed shortage, price and quality,” he said 
yesterday. 

Nafas public sector business director 
Saripol Baharin Karim said TrekBPS 
monitors everything from distribution to 
transactions between the producer, agent 
and farmer. He said the digital system 
using a Quick Response code is more 
systematic and transparent, with an 
additional packaging security feature.
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