
M'sia needs to 'speak louder' on forest conservation 
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia needs to 'speak 
louder' and tell the world that it is com-
mitted and has many successful stories in 
its quest to conserve and preserve the 
country's forests. 

Water, Land and Natural Resources 
Minister Dr A. Xavier Jayakumar said that 
under the current situation, the success 
stories of the country were unknown to 
the outside community, causing them to 
assume that the country was doing noth-
ing to conserve its natural heritage. 

"We are not loud enough, we don't 
shout enough, we are not proud of what 
we have done, we do not tell the world of 
what we have done, there are many things 
and programmes that I can say were suc-
cessful programmes that we carried out, 
but we have not bragged about it to the 
world. 

"That's why the world thinks that we in 
Malaysia are still behind in promoting our 
forests," he said when launching the Forest 
Research Institute of Malaysia (FR1M) Her-
itage Park and the Tree Sapling Registra-
tion Certificate here Tuesday. 

He cited as an example the FRIM forest, 
the world's largest and oldest man-made 
tropical rainforest built on a former mine 
site, as national pride, which in fact, 
should be given more prominence to the 
world community. 

Dr Xavier said Malaysia had also given 
its commitment to the 1992 Rio Summit 
to maintain at least 50 per cent of the 
country's land area covered by forests 
and trees and up to now, the country has 
55.48 per cent forest area and will con-
tinue to increase that number. 

In this regard, Malaysia's position to 
host several international events next 
year such as the Asean Conference on 
Biodiversity and the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (Apec), should be a 
platform for the nation to tell the world 
about the country's commitment to such 
efforts, he added. 

"We will have programmes when 
hosting Apec next year and I will open 
FRIM for the Apec visitors to see what 
(efforts) we have done in our country. 

"We' must tell them that we too love 

the forests and that we want to make 
sure that the forests we have will be pre-
served forever as our future heritage," he 
said. 

At the same time, he also called on 
FRIM and related agencies to help design 
relevant programmes to show that the 
country is a green nation which is always 
concerned with its natural treasures. 

Meanwhile, in MELAKA, creating 
awareness on the importance of environ-
mental cleanliness and recycling will 
form the thrusts behind Melaka's imple-
mentation of the National Cleanliness 
Policy, said Chief Minister Adly Zahari. 

He said any working system employed 
by the state government would not have 
the desired optimum effect should the 
people fail to comprehend why environ-
mental protection was important. 

"We need a system, but at the same 
time, in the long run, we need to educate 
the people as well (on cleanliness). How-
ever, for this, we need initiatives. Merely 
dishing out reminders will have no im-
pact. - Bernama 
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