
MoF urged to reconsider decision to drop 33 
Bumiputera furniture companies from KPB list 
KUALA LUMPUR: The Malay 
Economic Action Council 
(MTEM) has reques ted t h a t 
t he Finance Ministry (MoF) 
reconsider its recent decision to 
drop 33 Bumiputera f u r n i t u r e 
companies f r o m the Central ised 
Contract Panel (KPB) list. 

In a s t a t emen t , t h e MTEM 
said t h e move w a s seen as 
being unfa i r t o t h e concerned 
companies under the pa t ronage 
of t h e Malaysian Bumipute ra 
Furn i tu re Indus t ry Association 
(PETRA). 

It said t he decision w a s 
noted when upda t ing the 
list of KPB panel companies 
for supplying and delivering 

var ious types of f u r n i t u r e to 
d i f fe ren t government agencies 
in peninsular Malaysia. 

"A to ta l of 33 companies or 
38 per cent of t h e 87 listed to 
supply f u r n i t u r e to gove rnmen t 
agencies were dropped ef fec t ive 
July IS, 2019. The axing was t he 
resul t of t he companies not 
having obta ined the Product 
Certification Services (PCS) f rom 
the Forest Research Ins t i tu te 
Malaysia (FRIM) wi th in t he 
st ipulated period. 

"The axing f r o m t h e MoF 
procurement list did not t ake 
into considerat ion the reasons, 
t es t ing s ta tus , as well who was 
in t he wrong in th is context , bu t 

instead took the easy way out by 
by s ta t ing they had not obtained 
the PCS before J u n e 28, 2019," 
MTEM added. 

According to t he association, 
t he decision w a s un fa i r as t he 
period for tes t ing as well as t ime 
to obtain t he PCS was beyond the 
control of t he companies, which 
had followed all t h e process and 
t ime f r a m e set by FRIM. 

It also said t h e companies 
dropped had their own fu rn i t u r e 
manufac tu r ing factories and had 
been in opera t ion for more t h a n 
20 years w i t h wide experience 
and recognition, but still failed 
to receive t he PCS before t h e set 
date. — Bernama 
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