
Govt to introduce bamboo 
community farming under 12MP 
KUALA LUMPUR: Bamboo 
community farming will be 
introduced by the government 
under the 12th Malaysia Plan 
(12MP) and include in-situ 
processing facilities to create 
more value-added activities 
along the supply chain of the 
industry. 

Primary Industries Minister 
Teresa Kok Suh Sim said her 
ministry was currently looking 
at the possibility of establishing 
commercial nurseries to ensure 
an adequate supply of planting 
materials for bamboo plantations 
in the country. 

"At the ministry level, we have 
been having some discussions 
on the industry and want to 
work with state governments... 
so, I am planning to visit some 
menteri besar, in whose states, 
bamboo grows naturally," she 
added. 

Kok told reporters this at 
the International Business 
Conference: 'Bamboo As A Driver 
for Economic Growth-Forest 
Beyond Timber'. 

She noted that among the 
states in Malaysia tha t grew 
bamboo were Perak, Pahang and 
Kelantan. 

The minister urged all states to 
start consider planting bamboo 

as a source of income, both for 
them, as well as smallholders. 

"In Malaysia, 74 per cent of 
the agricultural land is planted 
with oil palm, but when the 
price of crude palm oil falls, 
it affects the income of the 
smallholders. 

"This is why we are asking 
smallholders to not just 
undertake monocropping, but 
also capitalise on the bamboo 
industry to cushion their losses. 
We should take advantage of the 
market value of this crop," Kok 
said. 

Bamboo community farming 
takes between five to 10 years 
to mature before it can be 
commercialised. 

Meanwhile, to fur ther support 
the growth of this industry, 
the government is allocating 
funds in the 2020 Budget for 
researchers to conduct studies 
on the bamboo industry in the 
country. 

On this note, Kok encouraged 
the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board, the Forest Research 
Institute Malaysia, institutions 
of higher learning and industries, 
to increase collaborative 
research efforts towards the 
development of bamboo-based 
industries. 
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